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es have beef fous objectors. 
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, apparentlY [elf the victim of a miscarriage of justice 
spite of the @nd qw2stioned whether any tribunal could 
not hear ® ltry 9 man’s conscience, maintaining that 
iationals a man could only be judged by his actions. 
® continued: ; 
No court or tribunal can justly try 
Man’s eonscience. A man can only 
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o would feel at liberty to smash up 
Neetings and employ mob violence safely 
™ the knowledge that the police would 
ear a breach of the peace’ and stop the 
Deaker by intimidation or arrest,” A. C. 
Sarrington told a New Zealand magistrate 
en he appeared on a charge of obstruct- 
ing the police on the occasion of a Con- 
“ription Referendum meeting in Nelson. 


A. C. Barrington, who is President of the 
NZ Christian Pacifist Society and a PN cor- 
spondent, pointed out that the police nad 
% right to come to Court claiming they 
Yad been obstructed in the execution of 
Neir duty unless they could show they had 
“ least tried to carry out their duty in its 
Many sided aspects and that to start with, 
order to a speaker to stop speaking 
med to be starting at the wrong end. 
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DESERTED HUMANITY 


Scots CO wins ten-year fight 


HE Scottish war resister, James Greig, who never deserted the 
cause he believed in, has won recognition as a conscientious objector 
4nd expects to be released from prison and from the Army. 


On June 6, 1939, I made application to 
be registered as a CO. Being unable to 
then to answer the trick questions, my ap- 
p.ication was turned down. I appealed, 
and met the same fate. 


I was formally notified to present my- 
self tor a medical examination. I did not 
do so, and burned the notice. Three other 
notices received the same treatment. 


Consequently I was charged .with fail- 
ing to submit myself for the examination, 
and sent to Barlinnie Prison, Glasgow. 

From there I was taken in a police van 
to a medical board in Sauchiehall Street, 
Glasgow. After examination I was. re- 
I asked “ Does the 
signing of this form make me eligible for 
the army, if so, I refuse to sign it.” I 
was given a thoroughly dishonest answer 
being told “ No.” 

On completion of my examination I was 
allowed to go home, Some three weeks 
later I received papers requesting me to 
report for Military Service. 

[ returned these papers with a covering 
note, stating that I still considered myself 
a CO. 

About this time I went for a month's 
holiday. On my return, I was informed 
that the police had been to the house for 
me. I had a quarrel at home and as a re- 
sult left and went into lodgings. Shortly 
afterwards, I married. 


Did not attempt to hide 


Owing to the housing shortage, my wife 
and I lived at various addresses in fur- 
nished rooms. Latterly we got a house 
where we have lived for the past six years. 

For the past ten years I have been gain- 
fully employed under my own name, in pos- 
session of my own identity card and ration 
books which were officially changed an- 
nually at the Food Office. 


I am now in the ridicuious position of 
serving a fourteen months sentence for 
desertion from the Army, an organisation 
of potential mass murder of which I 
hope commonsense and reasoning will 
never let me be a member. 


I must add here, that the stigma of 
desertion has hurt me deeply. I belong to 
the working class of the world. The world 
is my country. Every man my brother and 
everv woman my sister. 

Have I deserted the Caus« in which I 
believe? 

During and after the war years, I was 
speaking at outdoor meetings regularly in 
Glasgow. I am a member of the ILP and 
NCL and have been associated with the 
Union of Democratic Control, Save Europe 
Now and the PPU, The Workers’ Open 
Forum and the Glasgow Workers: Council, 


(Continued on back page) 


Another Greek co 
condemned 


From H. RUNHAM BROWN 


Chairman of the War Resisters’ 
International 


T HAVE just received news that Paul 

Beratis, war resister and Jehovah’s 
witness, was on Tuesday, Aug 30, sen- 
tenced to death for refusal to serve in the 
Greek Army. 

His execution was to take place within 
three days unless the authorities made an 
order for stay of execution. 

Cables have been sent to the Queen of 
Greece; the Greek Prime Minister and the 
Minister of Justice by the International 
headquarters of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national, asking for a reprieve. 


Despite the early age at which the world’s 
militarists seek to pin on their victims the 
badge of slavery, many recognise national 
service as the menace to civilisation which 
it truly is and are resisting it—sometimes 
at the cost of their lives or of long terms 


PEACE NEWS 


For War-Resistance and World-Community 


of imprisonment. 
against conscription and militarism fills this 
front page of Peace News just after the 
tenth anniversary of the outbreak of World 
War II, which in Britain co-incided with 
Military Registration Day. 


- THREEPENCE 


THENS — NELSON, N.Z. 


They said ‘No’ to the Army 


N the early part of this century Keir 
Hardie called conscription “the badge of 
Today it is called national service 
just as terror-bombing and the massacre of 
women and children are called national 


News of the struggle 


ITALIAN CO RELEASED 


FROM 


GAOL 


First post-war trial 


HE release from prison of Pietro 

Pinna, an Italian conscientious 
objector, is a triumph for the Italian 
section of the War Resisters’ Inter- 
national and a step forward in the 
campaign to gain recognition of CO 
rights in that country. 


Despite the fact that by refusing to obey 
the call to the colours he ran the risk of 
being shot or imprisoned for life, Pietro 
Pinna was determined that under no cir- 
cumstances would he perform military ser- 
vice or weaken the world-wide chain of war 
resistance, 


His long-drawn-out case is full of in- 


Shot because he 


terest. Pietro Pinna, who does not belong 
to any political party made his stand in 
the service of humanity. He was born at 
Finalboryo in 1927 and is an accountant 
in a local bank. 

He was called up on September 26, 1948 
and assigned to an Officers Training School, 


wouldn’t shoot 


AUSTRIAN’S HEROIC STAND 


Peace News Correspondent 
VIENNA 


A NOTHER of the many stories of 
heroic resistance to the inter- 
national of militarism has recently 
come to light here—that of Dr. 
Walter Krajnc who in 1944 refused 
to obey an order to take part in the 
execution of French hostages. 


On refusing the order to serve as a mem- 
ber of the firing squad, Dr. Krajne was ar- 
rested and. sentenced to death by a mili- 
tary tribunal. 

He refused to have his eyes covered and 
stood erect as the shots rang out. 


Once again the military authorities had 
used violence to get rid of a pioneer of 
human rights and human dignity, tney 
could destroy only the human body and not 
the spirit which still inspires the struggle 
against conscription all over the wurld. 


In the cemetery of Les Angles, near 
Avignon, France, lie the remains of Dr. 
Krajne. Wis life story is much the sume 
as that of national servicemen the whole 
world over. 


He matriculated in 1934, studied law at 
Innsbruck and graduated in 1938. 


After being conscripted, he was sent to 
France, where, despite the fact that he was 
in the occupation forces and therefore a 
“Nazi,” he made many friends because of 
his frank and candid nature and musical 
talent—he was a cellist of more than 
average faculty. 


On July 28, 1944, shortly before he went 
before the firing squad, he wrote home to 
his family: 

“How grateful have I to be to you to- 
day that you have brought me up in a 
Christian spirit. Although I had not been 
a devoted Christian during my life, now in 
the moment of the greatest danger to my 
life the seed you had planted springs up. 
And God is good. He did not destine nie 
to a sudden death, so that I had to step un- 
prepared before His judgement throne. He 
lead me to this situation to enable me to 
think about myself and find the way to 
Him...” 


but as he had sent beforehand a state- 
ment to the Minister of Defence declaring 
his conscientious objection to military ser- 
vice, he was expelled from the course and 
sent home. 


“ Mental condition”? was sound 


On Feb 5, he was recalled to the Army 
and on refusing to serve was transferred 
to a military prison in Turin. There he 
was visited by two well-known psychia- 
trists who reported on his “mental con- 
dition,” and acknowledged his sincerity. 


His arrest was reported in Peace News 
on March 11 and readers were invited to 
write both to the imprisoned CO and to his 
parents, Signor and Signora Pinna at Via 
Beatrice d’Este 87, Ferrare, Italy. As a 
result there was a flood of correspondence 
into the Pinna home from all’ parts of the 
world. 


Lawyers offer assistance 


The WRI’s International Headquarters 
at Enfield, England, undertook to defray 
legal expenses and a_ well-known Italian 
lawyer, Dr. Segre, was engaged for the 


defence. Later two more leading lawyers, 
Drs. Piccolomini and Buda offered their 
services. 


Pietro Pinna was tried on Aug 30, the 
sincerity of his objection was recognised, 
and he was released with a susvended sen- 
tence of ten months’ imprisonment. 

Several other trials of conscientious cb- 
jectors which have been pending are now 
expected to take place. 


FOOTNOTE: It is suggested that paci- 
fists should write to Signor Randolfo Pac- 
ciardi, Ministry of National Defence, Rome, 
Italy, expressing their appreciation cf 
Pinna’s release and urging the granting of 
CO rights as in Scandinavia, the USA and 
many other countries, 


HERE IS A BOY 
ONE CAN ADMIRE 


—TA Officer tells Court 


ERE is a boy one can look up to and 

admire for his steadfastness to his 
principles,” said a Territorial Army officer, 
defending an 18-vear-old conscientious ob- 
jector at Cardiff last Friday. 


The CO was Alen Robert Trew, a junior 
clerk in the Monmouth Town Clerk’s de- 
partment; the TA officer. Mr. Bryan Wil- 
liams, a Monmouth solicitor. 


Alen Trew was charged with failing to 
submit himself for medical examination 
under the National Service Act. 


“ Trew’s father, 27 years in the Army, 
was almost broken-hearted when his son 
refused to join up,” said Mr. Williams, 


“But now he has been won over hy 
admiration for his son’s courageous 
stand for his convictions. 


“Trew is not afraid of danger. His am- 
bition is to serve as a missionary abroad. 

“T am not a prayerful man, but I have 
prayed for this boy.” 


Pastor Valentine Evans of the Penteecos- 
tal Church, Monmouth, also spoke for Alen 
Trew, reports the Daily Express. “ He is a 
junior deacon of the Church,” he said. “ He 
has suffered a lot of persecution. 


“Some people have spat at him and ridi- 
culed him for his faith, but he does not take 
any notice of them.” 
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Under a bushel 


N page one we briefly recount the 

heroism of an Austrian soldier 
who chose to be shot rather than 
form one of a firing squad for the 
killing of some French hostages. 


No national monument has been 
erected to this man, not even in 
Trafalgar Square. There is no official 
process of recognition of this kind of 
war-time heroism, for his sublime 
action made him technically a 
criminal and a traitor. 


_ This is the highest type of courage, 
in which @ man, unaided by any 
emotional impulse, calmly decides to 
throw away his life because the 
spiritual cost or survival is higher 
than he cares to pay. 


Normally, war is a wast of human 
heroism; it exploits the human vir- 
tues for inhuman ends. Men by the 
hundred thousand throw their lives 
away with a magnificent carelessness 
which glosses over the cruelty and 
hatred which so often accompanies 
their sacrifice and gives to war itself 
a justification in the minds of men 
by sanctifying its bestialities. 


This Austrian, though a soldier, 
Was a martyr to the principles of 
pacifism, and for all we know it may 
have proved the seed of a new faith 
in some associate. But pacifism can- 
not wait for martyrdom. It will pro- 
bably never have the chance. As far 
as we are concerned, the lions in the 
arena face an indefinite period of 
austerity and ill-nourishment. 


War resisters are not called upon, 
as an inevitable condition of their 
beliefs, to march out in their thou- 
sands to certain danger and probable 
death. 


The blood of the martyrs is the 
seed of militarism, but not of paci- 
fism. Here and there, by two’s and 
three’s, as in Greece, a few men do 
invite. certain death by war resis- 
tance. But the force of these ex- 
amples is obscured’ by the universal 
sacrifice which war itself entails. 


In this country pacifism is com- 
monly believed by the community 
in general to be a comparatively easy 
evasion and a purely negative thing, 
setting no example because involving 
no sacrifice. 


For those who wish to see pacifism 
spread that is not enough, for they 
know that in such conditions pacifism 
cannot become an evangel. By what 
force of example, then, can pacifism 
counter the almost universal appeal 
of miltary service? 


Only by dedication. It is not 
necessary to leave the world in order 
to sacrifice oneself for it. 


If a man can live out his pacifist 
faith, expressing it in word and deed 
throughout every day, he has already 
sacrificed his life. But it is doubtful 
whether, for most of us, such a task 
is any easier than getting shot. 


Yet this difficult path is the only 
one along which the pacifist move- 
ment can possibly move. At present 
it is not moving. Its light is under a 
bushel and our daily example does 
not shine before men. If we could 
make it do so in sufficient numbers, 
pacifism would become a living force 


and perhaps even an irresistible one. 


As a private voluntary extension 
of the war resisters’ pledge, this is 
worth considering, 


Dignity 


and 


Impudence. 


A Commentary by. CYRIL. HUGHES 


Dignity and impudence 


HAT enterprising magazine Lilli- 
put runs a photographic feature 
known as “ Juxtaposition,” in which, 
on occasion, portraits of well-known 
people find themselves sharing a 
double page with pictures of animals, 
fishes and flowers. There is frequent- 


ly an unflattering resemblance. 

! The Hulton Press, publishers of Lilliput, 
publish also Picture Post and in last week’s 
issue proved, intentionally or otherwise, 
that the technique of juxtaposition is not 
| confined to photography. ; 

At any rate. in commemorating the out- 
break of war ten years ago, Picture Post 
contrived to present a contrast in ap- 
proaches which would have merited the 
title “Dignity and Impudence.” Two ar- 
ticles were featured, one, on the first day 
of the war, taken from Winston Chur- 
chill’s memoirs, the other, “ How The War 
Really Started,” by Captain Liddell Hart. 


Fantastic guarantee 


TPHE next best thing to a pacifist is an 

intelligent and — honest non-pacifist. 
Liddell Hart already has a high reputation 
with pacifists because his intelligence and 
honesty have so often led him, as a military 
expert, to the same conclusions as pacifists 
have come to from political or moral con- 
viction. 

In this article he traces, logically and 
remorselessly, the depressing steps which 
led to the beginning of war. It is a dis- 
graceful story of sordid motives and in- 
credible folly, culminating in the fantastic 
and impossible guarantee to Poland, de- 
nounced at the time by Lioyd George. 

Liddell Hart makes it perfectly clear that 
the responsibility for war must lie at least 
as much with Britain’s leaders as with 
Hitler. 

He makes the importance he places on 
consideration of personal prestige sound 
convincing. ‘“ Hitler could not draw back 
on the Polish issue without serious loss of 
face 

And, after the Soviet-German pact, 
“Chamberlain could not stand aside without 
both loss of face and breach of promise.” 

Nobody wanted war. But millions had 
to die to save the faces of statesmen. 


Truth about the war 


THE tenth anniversary of the outbreak 

of war was noted, of course, by most 
journals, Nowhere outside Peace News, 
however. were the obvious lessons’ so 
clearly underlined as in this remarkable ar- 
ticle. To readers of PN is contains little 
that is new. The important point is that 
nine million readers can now learn the 
truth about the war, instead of a few 


ID you think conscription a dead 
issue? In some sections of the 
pacifist movement it may be, but in 


general it is not. 

If you doubt that, you should see my 
desk sometimes when I am browsing. There 
are niles of Press cuttings from all over the 
country. from papers of all kinds—local and 
national, popular and highbrow, progressive 
and otherwise. 

I wish those who have lost, not their con- 
viction, but their passion, about conscrip- 
tion, could see this evidence of deep feeling. 

And not merely that: the astonishing 

thing is that there is practically never a 

word in support of conscription. 

I have just picked up fifty cuttings at 
random; only one is not adversely criticis- 
ing ‘ National Service,’ and that is a report 
of a speech by Mr. Shinwell, that rebel and 
revolutionary of the party which should be 
internationalist if anything, proudly boast- 
ing in a way that would be entirely anpro- 
priate to Mr. Churchill, that “the lion’s 
tail is flving high and we don’t care who 
knows it.” 


Attacked from all sides 


From all sides conscription is being hotly 
attacked; for its military ineffectiveness, 
for its debasing effect on young people, for 
its economic unwisdom and—rarely—for its 
immorality. 

The Military Correspondent of the Daily 
Telegraph igs not opposed to conscription, 
only to the present system. His solution is 
selection—to call up only half the number 
now called (not half the number now regis- 
tered) and to keep them longer. 

This throws out, although no attempt 
is made to deal with the point, one of the 
stock arguments for conscription; that it 
is “ democratic.” 

However, where this varticular commen- 
tator calls for modification, many are now 
calling for conscription to be scrapped en- 
tirely. 

A few weeks back some RAF boys on 
court-martial were defended in these words: 
“They have no proper job and, I might say, 
no inspiration.” 

Was this said by some hired solicitor 
anxious to make a case? No, it was an 
officer in their own Service, and he should 
know. 

Of course, two boys don’t make a case, 
but this picture of time-wasting and lack 
of purpose is very often painted. Or where 
there is a “ proper job” it is frequently so 


thousands; Picture Post deserves every 
ota for giving them the opportunity to 
do so. 

Here is Liddell Hart’s final verdict on the 
wari— 

“We entered that war with a two-fold 
object. The immediate purpose was to 
fulfil our promise to preserve the inde- 
pendence of Poland. The ultimate pur- 
pose was to remove a potential menace 
to ourselves and thus assure our own 
security. In the outcome, we failed in 
both purposes. That is now all too clear. 
Not only did we fail to prevent Poland 
from being overcome in the first place, 
and partitioned between Germany and 
Russia, but after six years of war 
that ended in apparent victory, we were 
forced to acquiesce in Russia’s domina- 
tion of Poland—abandoning our pledges 
to the Poles who had fought on our side. 
At the same time all the effort that we 
put into the destruction of Hitlerite Ger- 
many has resulted in our being left to 
face a fresh and greater menace while 
Europe has been so devastated and 
weakened in the process that its power 
of resistance is much reduced, and we, 
in common with our European neigh- 
bouys, have become the poor dependents 
of the USA ... The outcome has dis- 
pelled the persistent popular illusion that 
‘victory ) spells peace.” 


“Earthly facts ” ignored 


I IDDELL HART, then, sees the aatbreak 

4 of war as the final act of folly in a 
series of discreditable episodes. It was the 
pointless condemning’ to death of millions 
of unimplicated men and women, victims of 
the sordid game of power politics. Mr. 
Churchill’s account is more romantic, and 
more self-centred :— 

“As I sat in my place, listening to the 
speeches, a very strong sense of calm 
came over me...I felt a serenity of 
mind and was conscious of a kind of up- 
lifted detachment from human and per- 
sonal affairs. The glory of Old England, 
peace-loving and ill-prepared as she was, 
but instant and fearless at the call of 
honour, thrilled my being and seemed to 
lift our fate to those spheres far removed 
from earthly facts and physical sensa- 
tion. I tried to convey some of this mood 
to the House when I spoke, not without 
acceptance.” 


The implications of that passage are 
frightening. The smug, self-conscious un- 
derstatement in the last sentence is sicken- 
ing. It is clear that Mr. Churchill, even 
ten years after the war start@d, has still 
not the faintest idea what it was really all 
about. He probably shares with many 
Englishmen the hazy notion that we de- 
clared war on Germany in 1939 because of 
certain events which did not oceur until 


CONSCRIPTION: SWEEP 


By Roger Page 


Setretary to the No Conscription Couneil 


largely domestic chores that to a youngster 
it seems futile. 

This is avoided in the BAOR at Senne- 
lager, where there is a civilian “ slave popu- 
lation ” to call on and where nearly a thou- 
sand German civilians “ cook and clean, dig 
and delve and do the general chores.” 

Of course, it is not all like that; 
Army fits you for a better future. 

Does it ? 

Up to now, the last 28 days of a con- 
script’s service were spent: in a vocational 
course to help prepare him for a return to 
civil life. : 

This arrangement has just been ended. 

But perhaps there is no need to worry; 
the Army Scripture Readers’ Association is 
on the spot and its agents, who are called 
Scripture Readers, work with the sanction 
of the War Office and Air Minister—you 
bet !—and the Association has the double 
aim: 


(a) 


the 


To spread the saving knowledge of 
Christ among the personnel of HM 
Forces; 

(b) To bind together in the love of Christ 
and Christian brotherhood all in the For- 
ces who truly belong to Him. 

No wonder that, as the Daily Mail inves- 
tigator reports, every calendar is marked 
with a red cross of exaltation—demob date. 


Prisoners of the Army 


The impression one gets on reading these 
many reports is the almost exact parallel 
to a prison sentence; something unpleasant 
to be got through, the only pleasure being 
the last day. 

The similarity continues after release; 
there are still difficulties, and there is no 
touch of conqueroring hero about the re- 
turn. 

Especially not in Scarborough where 
the period of National Service will not 
rank as military service for “ points” in 
the allocation of Council houses! 
Then there is the part-time service in 

the Territorials and, “although in theory 
the NS man will join a TA unit of the same 
arm of the service as his Regular Army 
unit,” this will often not be possible and 
many a man will find his TA service “in 
the Light Ack-Ack, whatever he may do 
with the Regulars.” 

So the indictment piles up. Disturbance 


1940 or 1941. We can only regret that his 
own airy rhetoric lifted him so far above 
those “earthly facts”: the timely recog: 
en of which would have saved so many 
lves. 


But is it different? 


"ET even Mr. Churchill can perceive 

something of the truth—now, when it 

is too late. Elsewhere in his memoirs he 
writes, of the guarantee to Poland: 

“Here was decision at last, taken ab 
the worst possible moment and on the 
least satisfactory ground which must 
surely lead to the slaughter of tens of 
millions of people.” 

Yet Churchill eagerly supported 
guarantee at the time it was given. 

Anyone, it seems, can see the folly of 4 
war ten years after it happens. It is the 
task of pacifists to get them to see it be- 
fore it begins. Our job is, not to change 
people’s minds, but to speed them up. «+ 

It would be foolish to be too optimisti¢ 
about these revelations. Logically, Liddell. 
Hart’s exposure of how the last war hap- 
pened shauld lead to a nation-wide opposi- 


the, 


tion to preparations for the next. But 
the war-at-any-price brigade always has @ 
get-out. And that is? Yes, you’ve 


guessed it, “We know the last war needn’t 
have been fought, but This Time it’s Dif- 
ferent ... Ruthless Dictator ... seeking t¢ 
Conquer the World .. .” 

This is where we came in. 


Warning to TUC 


N fact, preparations for the next war | 


grossly interfered with proper cele 
bration of the outbreak of the last one. The 
times were too urgent for more than 4 
newspaper article or two. Sept 3 was alsd 
as we know, Registration Day... 

Even the customary expressions of gyra- 
titude to those who gave their lives that wé 
might enjoy conscription were largely 
overlooked. Our leaders have no_ timer 
these days to salute the grave of the Un- 
known Warrior. They are too busy dig’ 
ging his son’s. 

Similarly, the continuing proceedings of 
the European Assembly and the pro 
grammes of the ministers at Washington 
and of the TUC are determined, to oné 
degree or another, by the burden of mill- 
tarv preparation. 

But I hope that the TUC has read the 
reports of the British Association at New- 
castle. It seems that the oneration know? 
as frontal leucotomy, designed to cure cer’ 
tain mental troubles, has the effect of mak- 
ing those who undergo it work on and on 
and on, with no desire to stop: — But 
before the Employers’ Federation becins t? 
advocate the operation, the TUC would de 
well to refuse a union card to anyone whose 
head has been tampered with. 


IT AWAY 


and restlessness before call-up. 
Methodist Recorder: 

“A magistrate has to confront a rela 
tively new phenomenon among adoles- 
cents—the waiting period... No one cal 

have had anything to do with boys wh? 
have no strong home background without 
becoming acutely aware of the demoral- 
ising effect...” 

Then waste and inefficiency during ser 
vice; the abuse of human personality, the 
assumption that every man is a killer. The! 
muddle and more restlessness after release: 

Conscription can now be supported only 
by those fortunate people wh» are always 
able to believe six impossible things befor? 
breakfast. Sweep it away! It could per 
haps be swept away if those who objet 
on principle were as alert and vociferous 
as those who growingly criticise thé 
practice. 
eel 


TEN YEARS AGO 


- rPTEN years ago this week Hitler fired 

~ the first shots in Poland. We kne¥ 
what it meant—War. Because there af? 
pacifists brave enough to keep on sayill 
that force will not settle anything, I al 
sending a small contribution THIS week: 


So writes one of our well-wishers, remind” 
ing us that, though it had scarcely r@ 
covered from the shock of the death % 
Dick Sheppard, the PPU was able to suf 


Says the 


vive the shock of war and maintain if] 


witness all through those tragic days. 


Until the world learns that war can se 
tle nothing but only destroy everything 
and that preparation for war is not U 
way to peace, the PPU must continue itt 
pork . .. Dick Sheppard’s work ... YOU* 
work. . 


I have not yet received any response te 
our Chairman’s offer of a fortnight a8% 
Will at least three readers of PN pleas: 
send me £25 THIS week, and will othe” 
send as much as they can to help us kee? 
on saying that violence will not achie ) 


anything. 
MAUD ROWNTREE | 
Honorary Treasure! | 
Amount received since Aug. 20 £7 17s. 
Total received to date £113 12s. 9d. 
Amount still required £186 7s. 3d. 
Donations to the fund should be act 
marked “Headquarters Fund.” to t 


Treasurer at Dick Sheppard House, EF 
leigh St., W.C.1 
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| LABOUR PARTY 


Resign trom Brit 


7 PHYLLIS VALLANCE, the well-known 

London pacifist and member of the 
National Council of the Peace Pledge Union 
has been asked by the Chelsea Labour 


Party to resign from the British-Soviet 
Society, 


A letter from Robin Davis, the secre- 
tary of the Chelsea Labour Party, draws 
Phyllis Vallance’s attention to the proscrib- 
Ing of the BSS by the Annual Conference 

sot the Labour Party in 1947 and reminds 

her that in consequence “membership of 
such a body is incompatible with member- 
Ship of the Party. 


“T hope therefore,” Robin Davis writes, | 


“that you will find it possible to resign 
from the British Soviet Society. We value 
Your services to the Party very highly, and 
» feel sure that when you joined the BSS 
You did not know that it was proscribed. 


_ “The Executive Committee is now tak- 
Ing steps to make quite certain that all 
Members of the Party are aware of the 
Position,” 


Phyllis Vallance, who was a Labour can- 
didate for the Chelsea Borough Council re- 
cently, replied: 

Sept. 1, 1949. 


Dear My. Dat ig, 


Your letter, frankly, astonishes me ! Has 

the Labour Party perfected a spy system 

itherto used by the totalitarian states 

nly) by which the private affiliations of 
§ their members are ascertained ? 


lam a Socialist, 1 am not, and never 
| %0uld be a Communist, or even a “ fellow- 
Taveller,” for the good and_ sufficient 
Teason that I do not believe in dictatorship 
°F any kind. 
| I joined the British Soviet Society a few 
onths ago (certainly unaware of the 
tricture you mention) simply as a token 
at I regard any effort at mutual under- 
Qnding between nations as worth support- 


Es 


“AND so, Ebenezer, from time to time, 
¥ I shall put aside my personal cares, 
4nd come and sit with you in this Arbour 
‘nd discuss world affairs.” 

“ Ugh yy 

“You can forget the greenfly on the 
Toses and the redi-spider in the tomato house 
4nd 1 shall relax from form-filling.” 
“Ugh !” 

t=] 

) “T shall expect you to contribute a little 
‘More to our analysis than your non-com- 
ittal monvusyllabie, Ebenezer. The world 
Sin a bad way, and it is only by seeking 
‘futh through an enlightened exchange of 
“ews that we shall ultimately find a peace- 
Wl solution.” 

«veh co a 
, ., There’s the dollar crisis, conscription, 

‘ §lities, atom bombs, taxes, Russia and... 

. An’? foot and mouth disease !” 

‘Quite so Ebenezer! I note with 
Pleasure your expansive mood, so this morn- 
"fe jet us deal with Russia. We must be 
Most circumspect my dear colleague and ap- 
Poach our subject with cats-whisker deli- 

cy, for you are Labour and I am Con- 
x 'vative, and the outcome of our delibera- 

Hes. is awaited by the whole Western 

1 “emisphere.” 

| “Why ?” 

F “The morning is too warm to expand into 
ftails, Ebenezer. Suffice to know that the 
Nesians claim to have a planned economy, 

Ich, being ordered, provides a fuller 
‘aterial existence for all their inhabitants. 
™. 
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this ia a free service, we reserve the 
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therefore urge organisera of events to: 


a Send notices to arrive not 
®r than Monday. 


2. Include: Date, TOWN, Time, 
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speakers, organisers (and 
teretary's address)—preferably in 
Rat order and style. 
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Dr. Alex Weod; Tea provided; FoR. 


Morrow; Chairman: Rev. Frank Sincham: 


TELLS PACIFIST 
ish-Soviet Society 


ing, because I am convinced that the pre- 


servation of world peace is the essential 
basis of all our socialist hopes for the 
future. 

I will resign from nothing at the orders 
of another. If in consequence of this you 
do not want what services I can offer to a 
Party which I have supnorted for so many 
years, that is for you tu decide. 


Tam making your letter and my reply as | 


public as possible. 
PHYLLIS VALLANCE 


MUCH FAITH — 


International Help for 
Annual Report 1948, 
Street, London, S.W.1.) 

British Aid for German Workers, Report 
for 1948, (33, Green Lane, Hendon, 
London, N.W.4.) 


OTE these organisations were started 
| by enthusiasts with much faith and 
few resources in the latter part of 1947. 
Their first annual reports describe the work 
they have been able to do. 


International Help for Children has as its 
object any possible form of help to any 
| children anywhere in the world. Its activi- 
‘ties have, naturally, been directed to re- 
storing the minds and bodies of some of the 
young victims of the war, and during the 
year it has arranged holidays of a month or 
six weeks in homes on the Continent for 
622 British children, and in this country for 
364 boys and girls from France, Italy, Bel- 
gium and Germany. A similar scheme is 
being carried out during 1949. 

Jimmy and Janet Joyce, the wardens of 
the beautiful convalescent home at Tilford, 
Surrey, which the organisation has been 
fortunate enough to acquire, will be well- 
known to PPU members in North London 
and the Organising Secretary, John Bar- 
clay, to pacifists everywhere. 


First 
Parliament 


Children, 
(43, 


Now the enlightened countries ne 


“Such as ?” 
“ ¥ 


teally ! You must know Ebenezer, 
that there are countries where civilisation 
is so advanced that order is not necessary ! 
These advanced civilisations are of necessity 
White. Coloured races have their uses ’tis 
true; their pigments vary from ochre to jet 
and serve to enhance the purity of the 


and 
the 


SOCRATES GARDENER 


This new regular feature is 


contributed by 


‘“A COUNTRY QUAKER ” 


Whites, who, in all modesty allow their 
coloured brothers to work for them, and, 
provided they live in compounds, walk in 
the road and do not seek to govern them- 
selves, are permitted to enjoy the obliga- 
tion of labouring under conditions no White 
would tolerate.” 

“ Sounds all bally-hoo to me!” 

“ Precisely Ebenezer! Your mind, like 
many others, must be raised to a higher, 
cultural level. Think for one moment how 
happier you would be if you were deprived 
the pleasure of misgoverning yourself...” 

“What, more controls ?” 

“Don’t lose your self-control Ebenezer ! 
Remember you are White; the cream of 


Diary 


7.30 p.m. 8 Ends- 


; Central London PPU Group. 
turday, September 17 


fication, and date. 
TER: 5.30 p.m. 


3 p.m. and 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 


except for odd pence. 
50 words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, & Blackstock Rd., N.4. 


When corresponding with PN abou: an 
advertisement, quote ita first worda, claasi- 


We reserve the right to hold over ad- 
vertisements and to limit the frequency of 


WHY RUSSIA 
MR. PAGET? 


From Karl 


NER. R. T. PAGET, who is defending 
*"" Field Marshal Von Manstein, caused 
something of a sensation in Germany when 
he called together representatives of the 
German and foreign Press and asked for 
their assistanee in procuring evidence of 
crimes against humanity 
Russia during the war. 
Many are asking if Mr. Paget is aware 
that the massacre of tite women and chil- 
| dren of Dresden by the RAF should pro- 
ivide him with the evidence he needs. 


FEW RESOURCES 


British aid for German Workers appeais 
mainly to the Labour and Co-operative 
movements. It aims to helo those Germans 
who have been the victims of Nazism and 
are now attempting to build up a peaceful, 
democratic and socialistic Germany. The 
despatch of very large quantities of cloth- 
ing, food and toys has been organised, the 
Arbeiterwohlfahrt acting. where necessary, 
at the receiying end. The bringing of Ger- 
man children to this country for recupera- 
tive holidays—on a small scale last year— 
is now being greatly increased. 


Struve, 


Neighbours in the East, (Friends Service 
Council, Friends House, London, N.W.1.) 
This is a brief, illustrated, owtline of the 

relief work which the members of the 

Friends Service Unit have been doing in 

india and Pakistan since those countries 

achieved their independence. 


SAY YES TO PEACE 
“Say no to war and all destructive pre- 
paration: say yes to peace and all con- 
structive co-operation,” is the message 
effectively presented on the latest Northern 
Friends Peace Board poster, N4908. Copies 
4d. post free, may, be obtained from Friends 

Meeting House, Clifford Street, Yorks. 


THE RACE FOR A HIGHER CIVILISATION 


humanity. Others labour that you may en- 
joy the nectar of life.” 

“Not when I’m unemployed !” 

“Those days have passed, dear colleague. 
It has been decreed that there shall hence- 
forth be work for all.” 

“T’ve heard that one before !”’ 

““So it seems have many others. Let us 
remember, however, that even politicians 
must exist, and without the credulous, their 
lot would be intolerable.” 

“ And Roosia ?” 

“Ah! Thank you dear colleague for re- 
minding me of our subject. These Roo— 
er Russians it appears, are endeavouring to 
persuade the higher civilisations to adopt 
Communism. However, an original strata- 
gem has been evolved to frustrate them.” 

“War?” 

“Nothing so crude my dear Ebenezer ! 
The governments of the higher civilizations 
have discovered that the only lasting coun- 
ter to Communism, is to improve the lot 
of their citizens to such a high degree 
that Russian overtures will pass unheard.” 

“But Master, does that mean because of 
the Roosian threat all the other countries 
will be better off?” 

“Your question is most disconcerting 
Ebenezer, but of a truth it is seemingly 
so. 

“Then thanks to all the gods for the 
Roosians I says !” 

“Beware Ebenezer! Athens stands not 
alone in the abhorrence of truth!” 


BLOOMSBURY AREA. 


committed by 


Two 
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Contrasts in 
Cultures 


| AN understanding of the cultures of the’ 


a 


- colonies and ex-colonies is important 
as an aid to international peace as well as 
a fascinating pursuit in itself. 


Congratulations therefore to the Anglo- 
Colonial Cultural Committee for its concert 
at the Conway Hall last Friday. African 
tolk songs, American Negro Blues, West 
| Indian Calypsos and Folk Songs from India 
'and Pakistan, performed by some of their 
leading exponents, provided a stimulating 
“Contrast in Cultures,” at the same time 
underlining the essential similarity of basic 


human emotions the world over. The 
lament of the jilted African lover, the 
humour of the suffering West Indian 


daneer (Old Lady you’re smashing my toe) 
and the Indian’s adoration of his beloved, 
were themes appreciated by an audience of 
/all colours, and the variety of their ar- 
tistic presentation did not obscure this com- 
mon factor of humanity. 


The mastery of our own European 
aesthetic shown by a young West African 
who plaved some of his own piano compo- 
sitions came as a challenge to our own in- 
dolence and ignorance with regard to other 
folks’ cultures. 


The Anglo-Colonial Cultural Committee 
is arranging further events with the aim 
of “ widening public appreciation of non- 
European cultures and to bring about a 
greater understanding between peoples...” 
For information apply to the Secretary, 12 
High Street, London, NW3. na 


JAPAN’S LOW DEATH 
RATE 


YOR the first time in Japanese history, 

typhus, tuberculosis, diptheria and VD 
are under effective control through medical 
reforms, reports the US Information Ser- 
vice. Japan last year recorded its lowest 
death rate in all time. 


In a VJ Day anniversary statement on 
Sept 1, General McArthur said that history 
would vindicate the wisdom of the occu- 
pation policy in Japan, and that the 


| Japanese people had fulfilled their sur- 


render terms and “ have well earned” a 
forfnal peace. He made no prediction, how- 
ever, of when a peace treaty may come, 


Ten Years Ago 


From Peace News, Sept. 8, 1939 


“TI have said it before, let me say it 
again: ‘We are in the present tragedy not 
because pacifism has been tried and found 
wanting, but because all the other policies 
have been tried and have now failed.’ 


“This, therfore, is no time for talking as 


though we had failed. The war is the 
final vindication of our assertions. 
“We cannot sanction this war. We can- 


not approve of it. We do not believe that tt 
is a just war. We do not believe ‘that it 
ts an inevitable war. 


-—~-Stuart Morris, writing as 
Chairman of the Peace Pledge 
Union. 


* * * 

More than ever before—more than tt is 
capable today of realising— our country 
will need us and our message. Sursum 
corda. Let us keep our heads and lift up 
our hearts. 


—Vera Brittain 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


Marimum length: | tion. 


tend Tuesdays or Thursdays; 
Sept. 20 and 22. 
George School. 


Home-like background, Oakley Wood 
School,, Newton St. Cyres, Devon. 
FREE: A ten-week course of study and 
discussion of economic problems and the 
fundamental lawg of political economy. At 
4 Great Smith Street, Westminster. 
commencing 
Write: Secretary. Henry 
‘Phone ABBey 6665 (non 


‘ : smal] PERSONAL 
offices to Jet especially suitable voluntary 
Thursday, September 15 LATEST TIME for copy: Monday before |and peace organisations. Box 89. CO REQUIRES temporary loan £250- 
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. Please don’t send stamp, in payment, | age eleven to sixteen. Individual atten- 
Friday, September 16 


pondre* Epileptique Francais 
caise). Adressez-vous 
Lingfield, Surrey. 


INTRODUCTIONS. PEN frienda. 
panionship or marriage. V.C.C., 
Honeywell Road, London, 8.W.11. 

BERKELEY BUREAU. We find you the 
ideal partner, then your ideal home. Write 


for detaila of our exclusive service. 44 
Tottenham Court Rd., W.1. 


MARRIAGE BUREAU. Suitahle intro 
ductiona arranged privately. Details free. 
Mary Blair (Room 59), 147 Holborn, B.C.1, 


(our Fran- 
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PPU. 
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feting; Islington PPU. 


Thursday, September 22 
LONDON, W.C.2: 
Fields; Open-air meeting; Syb‘] Morrison; 


ing House, Clifford Street, York; Northern 
Peace 
Stanley Farrar before Sept. 


gate. Tel.: 


1 p.m. Lincoln's Inn furnished flat. 


Sentember 24—25 


Stanley Farrar, Friends Meet- 


Board: (Applicationg 


13). 


to|Sea front, amall 


Briara, Crich, Matlock. 
Ambergate 44). 
WANTED FOR business woman. 
N-NW London. 
ACTOR REQUIRES 
furnished gelf-contained flat or rooms five 


ACCOMMODATION AVAILABLE vege- 
tarian and diet reform. Others welcomed. 
village. 
Mary's Bay, Ashford, Kent. 


(Station: Amber- LITERATURE, &c. 
un- 
Box 8&8, 


immediately un. | bairn’a 


Innisfree, St. | Committee, 


London, 


Friends’ 


THE BETRAYAL of Christ 
Churches is the theme of Rev. Edis Fair- 
** Apostate Chriatendom.” 
troversial, pungently written, it ia a book 


ture respecting the Faith and Practice of 
the Religious Society of Friends, free on 
application to the Friends’ Home Service 
House, Euston Rd., 


FIRST-CLASS duplicating, ete. Mabel 


Eylea, 29 Rokeaby Avenue, London, Nf, 


by _the | mow’ 1701. 


Con- 


Peace News is open for the expression 
of all pointa of view relevant to pacifiam, 
Articles in it, whether signed or unsigned, 
do not necessarily represent the policy of 
the Peace Pledge Union, of which it is 
the weekly organ. Nor does the acceptance 
of advertisements imply any endorsement 
of, or PPU connexion with, the matter 
advertised. 
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RECORD ATTENDANCE 
_ (by police) 
AT POSTER PARADE 


I MPHE group of six conscientious objectors 

who paraded the streets of North Lon- 
7 don with posters and leaflets on the morn- 
ing of National Service Registration Day 
(Sept 8, the tenth anniversary of the out- 
break of World War II) were greeted with 
sympathetic interest from passers by and 
supervised by a body of police which pro- 
vided an overall ratio of about four police- 


mena to each parader. 
Sybil Morrison and 


P. In the afternoon, 
Tristan Nelson held a large crowd outside 
London, 


the Holloway Labour Exchange, 
} on registration day. To begin with there 
was considerable hostility, but with the aid 
of some good humoured retorts and a readi- 
ness to answer all questions, Sybil Mor- 
rison graduelly overcame the more noisy 
elements and a number of interesting 
questions were dealt with. 

One incident caused some dismay to the 
speakers. Two young Communists who 
thhad been selling Challenge outside the 
Exchange, joined the crowd, and one of 
them asked a perfectly legitimate question 
in a quiet and orderly manner. A man 
standing in the front, who had _ been 
threatening violence to the speakers all 
afternoon, turned and shouted at him. 

The police immediately moved into the 
crowd, not to arrest the speaker, or the man 
who had shouted, as might have been ex- 
pected, but the Communist questioner.. 

By the intervention of Sybil Morrison 
a difficult moment was safely negotiated. 
There can be no doubt that the police were 
under orders to deal only with Communists. 

Members of the Stoke Newington Peace 
Group held an open-air meeting outside 
Hackney Labour Exchange after Hugh 
Brock had resisted an attempt by the police 
to prevent a meeting in, the vicinity of the 
Exchange. — 


Land value taxation 
a key to peace 


We believe that to take human life, in- 
; dividually or collectively is a denial 
of human freedom; 


A As every man is the master of his own 
life, no government has the right to 


force anybody into military service; 

We believe that the ability of a govermm 
ment to send the governed to wage 
war results from its arbitrary power 
to levy taxes. 


MNHESE resolutions were passed by a 


—— 


International Union for Land Value Taxa- 
tion and Free Trade, held recently at Swan- 
wick, Derbyshire. 

They were the outcome of discussions by 
the groun of the principles of the Henry 

: George philosophy in its relation to World 

4 Peace. 

The members of this group are convinced 
that the application of the principles of 
Land Value Taration and Free Trade would 
remove the fundamental causes of war, and 
bring about the freedom of the indivdual; 
and they urge all workers for neace to give 
these questions, as enunciated by Henry 
George in ‘ Progress and Poverty,” their 
earnest consideration. Copies of this book 
and further iformation may be obtained 

" ’ from the Secretarv, U.C. for the Taxation 
i of Iand Values 4 Great Smith Street, 


London, SW1. 
JAMES D. SLATER 


FROM HARVESTING TO HYDE PARK 


oJ OF WATSON, of the Frating Hall 
Farming Community and a_ frequent 
contributor to Peace News, will be speak- 
ing at open-3ir meetings at Highbury 
Corner and in Hyde Park on Sunday, 
Sevt 11. 
Between the meetings, 


which are an- 


= = 
Ra pe 


not{iced in the Diary on page five, he in- 
tends visiting the London Area Garden 
Party. 


or 


A Remarkable Book Bargain 
H. G. WELLS 


Complete 
Short Stories 


63 Stories, 1,150 Pages 
SPECIAL CHEAP EDITION 


7s. 6d. 


(Postage 9d.) 
Only limited stock 


HOUSMANS BOOKSHOP LTD. 
(the pacifist booksellers) 
3 Blackstock Road, London, N.4 
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{ pacifist group at the Conference of the | 


VERA BRITTAIN IN GLOUCESTER 


Time of great 


opportunities 


ITH the quotation ‘I went and sowed corn in my enemies’ fields,” 
Vera Brittain, Chairman of the Peace Pledge Union, speaking to a 


well attended meeting in Gloucester 
and readings from her own works. 


She referred in both to the great op- 
portunities to propagate the message of 
peace even to the point when it might in- 
fluence those beyond the “Iron Curtain.” 
She felt that more was being done in the 
aftermath of World War II than was pos- 
sible after the 1914-18 war and instanced 
the Save Europe Now Fund ovened in 1945, 
which included help for Germany. 


Following service in the VAD she 
travelled widely in Europe after 1918 and 
was certain that the spirit of revenge which 
existed then would have prevented so noble 
a gesture as the 1945 Fund, although it was 


well to remember the great work under-. 


taken by Nansen for the. voluntary resettle- 
ment of homeless people. 


There was no strong antagonism today 
between this country and Germany and 
while much had been done to foster a spirit 
of friendship and goodwill there was no 
abundant reward. Her husband was in Ber- 


* scoTs co 
(From page one) 


The Govan Tenants’ Association, on all of 
whose platforms I have spoken. 

My message was mostly against con- 
scription and war. I consider like Keir 
Hardie and many others that conseription 
is slavery and that wars can only lead to 
further wars. 

In the municipal election held in Glas- 
gow in 1947 I was nominated a candidate 
by the Govan Tenants’ Association. 

I had 500 bills posted throughout the 

area, with my photograph on each. 

In 1946, I, along with a group of the 
NCL held an intense campaign against con- 
scription. 

I am not here begging release from 
prison, as I am quite happy to have ac- 
cepted imprisonment as the justification of 
my cnvictions, if in the Jight of my past 
activities I am not recognised by this tri- 
bunal to hold sincere conscientious convic- 
tions in my opposition to Military and In- 
dustrial conscription, there will be no hope 
of recognition from any tribunal. 

So long as I have the strength in my 
body and the voice to speak, I shall at all 
times resist and denounce Military and In- 
dustrial Conscription. 

Let me give you an illustration of what 
IT mean by resisting: 

When apprehended I was eventually 
taken to Hadrian’s Camp, Carlisle, where 
I refused to obey the simplest orders. 
Eight soldiers were ordered to remove my 
clothes and dress me in Army uniform 
(which was illegal, and which the War 
Office has since admitted) in this they suc- 
ceeded,, after a struggle on my part. After 
having forced the uniform on they found it 
necessary to employ a L/Cpl to fasten up 
my tunic every time I loosened it, which 
was continually. 


“ What would happen if... .” 


Everywhere I go I am met with the un- 
thinking question, viz., “ What would hap- 
pen to a3, if everyone was like you?” 
Even the Governor of Durham Prison 
asked the question. 

When I reply that if everyone in this 
world were, so far as my non-violence was 
eoncerned, like me, the world would be a 
much healthier and happier place to live 
in, they agree, but are sorry so few people 
have these ideals. 

So simply because there are so many 
people with the opposite view and despite 
the fact that they agree it would be so 
much better if everyone was like me, they 
deliberately retard the advance of these 
ideals by putting/ people like me in prison. 

I have been imprisoned twice for my 
convictions. When in Durham prison, I 
was given the opportunity of having my 
sentence quashed if I would do my term of 
service in the Army. This offer I naturally 
rejected. . 

I hope, therfore, I have proved conclu- 
sively, the gross miscarriage of justice car- 
ried o'gt against me ten years ago. I do 
not bear any grudge or malice against 
these tribunals of ten years ago. How can 
I when I have proven here that no man, no 
group of men, nor any court or tribunal 
can justly try a man’s conscience. 

My last words are words of advice. Let 
your own consciences be stirred by  re- 
fusing at any time in your lives again to 
try and judge a man’s conscience. 


IRENOUNCE WARANDIWILL NEVER 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER 
This pledge, signed by each member, Is 


the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endslelgh St., WCI 


supplied the keynote to her address 


doubt that further effort would bring an 
lin during the airlift, and the courage dis- 
played by the Germans then and the moral 
resistance to every kind of pressure 
exerted by the Rusians was most inspiring. 

Such moral resistance and the brother- 
hood which existed between the common 
peoples the world over made her believe 
the best of human nature and its capacity 
to rise to great heights. It was true that 
both world wars had failed in their main 
obiectives and that our leading statesmen 
today were openly disclaiming some of 
the aims of World War II, but it was this 
and the awareness of the terrible devasta- 
tion which would arise from the use of the 
atom bomb that would lead peonle to en- 
quire into and accept the better spiritual 
way of meeting and solving the world’s 
problems. 


She loved ‘America and had been there 


recently and while she deplored the war | 
‘course, something that everyone de! 


hysteria and talk of war campaigns, which 
only stimulated Russian propaganda re- 
garding American imperialism, there was 
the other side to the victure. She men- 
tioned the gift of streptomycin to Russia 


by the American and British Friends from | 


the proceeds of the Nobel Peace prize. 
Faith must triumph 


Many would feel that today the greatest 
problem was to bridge the widening gap 


between Asia and the West. Individual 
effort seemed so small, but when one saw 
the tremendous world influence for good 
asserted by one man, Mahatma Gandhi, one 
could not but be certain that in our country, 
with its great Christian traditions, the 
exercise of that faith could penetrate the 
barriers imposed by any totalitarian regime. 
Her own daughter had only recently visited 
1 Yugo-Slavia and made many friends. 

She herself saw an angry meeting in 
Germany subdued .by a German soldier 
relating how a Russian woman helped 
him to return home, her only reason being 
that she had a son in Leningrad and a 
husband in Sevastopol. 


But whatever the result of our individual 
effort she was convinced that we must not 
set aside our Christian principles and re- 
sort to the agressors’ method of war and 
strife. We must indeed rely on moral re- 
sistance to every wrong. The message she 
would convey today was the same as that 
she used ten years ago at the outbreak of 
war, “Lift up your hearts and keep your 
heads.” 


LIBERALS PLAN 
ANTI-CONSCRIPTION 
RALLY 


A TRAFALGAR SQUARE Anti-Conscrip- 
tion Rally is being organised by the 
London League of Young Liberals on Sun- 
day, Sept. 18, at 3 p.m. 
In publicising the meeting the League 
emphasise that the reasons for which the 
Liberal Party has taken its present attitude 
towards Conscription are somewhat diffe- 
rent from those held by other bodies—they 
favour a small regular army of men enlisted 
for a long term of service. 
The Peace Pledge Union is to distribute 
reprints of the front nage and page four 
of last week’s Peace News (Sept. 2) at the 
Rally and an appeal is made for helpers 
to meet Harry Mister on the steps of St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields Church at 2.30 p.m. 
for both the distribution of the leaflets and 
the selling of the current number of Peace 
News. 


REV. THEODORE WALSER 


TPHE Rev., Theodore Walser has died quite 
suddenly in the USA. He was one of 
the American Fellowship of Reconciliation’s 
Secretaries and for some time a member of 


the International Council of the War 
Resister’s International. 5 , 
The main field of his activities was In 


Japan, to which country he went in 1916. 
He was an honorary secretary of the Yuwa 
Kai (Japanese FoR) and a member of the 
Japanese WRI Section until it was banned 
by_the Government. ’ 

He returned to the USA in August 1942, 
after having been held for nine months in 
prison. 


Hospitality for German students 


HOSPITALITY for German students 
* who would like to stay on a few weeks 
in England after helping with the potato 
harvest is sought by the London Liaison 
Office, German Students Harvest Scheme, 
43 Parliament Street, SW1. ' 

The Home Office has agreed to a further 
stay of up to one month from the middle 
of November. The return fare from this 
country is assured, but the hosts would 
have to be responsible for expenses incurred 
during the students stay with them. | 

Last year the same scheme overated with 
success but unfortunately many offers of 
hospitality were received too late to be of 
use. 


“ WFUST an 


' liefs are just idealistic, images of the 


Sybil Morrison’s 


CAMPAIGN 
COLUMN 


“No doubt Huropean economic unity 
is desirable, but it is just an ideal.” 
—Emmanuel Shinwell, Sept 4 
1949 


“There is not a thought or feeling, 
not an act of beauty or nobility whereof 
man is capable but can find complete 
expression in ordinary life.” 
—Maeterlinck 


ideal.” How often 


eJ pacifists are told, and have 
been told in the past, that their be 


mind, very beautiful and very de 
sirable, but completely impracticable 
in the world of today. The pacifist 
ideal of a world witheut wars, is, 0 


sires, but, it is not practical politics. eee 
What are the practical. polities of the Preve ae i 
world today Precisely the same policies Du ereee 
which have made wars in the past; a great This is t 
armament programme, the banding to | ‘0r the week 
gether of one lot of ideologies behind 4 Dbbey. 
barrier bristling with weapons of the most As j 
appalling destructiveness in an endeavoul s if the 
to frighten the nations who hold a different | yde Park 
set of ideologies. Whatever words may bé mock “ The 
used to describe this policy, the practic Britain Wee! 
results are likely to be the same—war. fly-past of b 
Ir Force—a 


This is “ practical polities ” 

” :, Teal Battle o 
History has proved this over and ovel | _ 

again; military pacts, enormous nationa! — 

armaments, threats and abuse, have one 

result and one result only—war. And the Why Y 

is “ practical politics.” 

It is not practical polities to use every 


effort of goodwill, understanding, tolerance ar 
and tact to find a way to live side by side 
in peace; that is “just an ideal,” it is not co 


practical politics to put aside armaments 
and the use of force in the belief that suc 
a gesture of active goodwil will create thé 
only basis for negotiation of difficulties an@ 
conflicts; that is “ just an ideal.” 


THE London 

with some 
Sunday's Traf: 
'ainst the ca 


_ Yet the deductions seem indisputable. i Setiption 
is not only the devastation and disaster ! | ‘ 
all material structures; it is not only all | Edward Ma: 


ay North He: 
eeting, which 
Lill include Joh 
3A, Roy Doug] 


the attributes of our civilisation which W! 
go down in ruins if atomic war is loosé 
upon the earth; it is the inevitable des 
truction of all moral values which must 


make thinking people stand aghast at thé [*1A, Donald Mc 
so-called practical politics of today. The Tanthe 

. . 3} 
First step to peace “atement on { 
“The speal 


There can be no doubt that many neople 
are appalled, and many oveople are cef- 
tainly asking anxious questions as to what 
is to be done about it. The first steno for 
these auestioners is to make a personal de 
cision about war itself; can it, under any 
circumstances, be good ? If not, then what- 
ever the consequences, it must be re 
nounced. a 

It is our business to get in touch wit# 


discussion th: 
® Liberal Par 
4+ne subject oa 


. “Briefly th 
In war-time 

€ most pr 
Taising large 
for the armec 
the best met 


a 


those who are beginning to think in thé | Clent force .in 
pacifist way, but is is, of course, impossible | « It is arg 
to bnogehow “gis there are or where theY | National Ser 
are to be found. t : 

The Campaign Committee have issued ee 
a series of easily handled léaflets and som® | addition man: 
posters which indicate, so far as is P| Nation is th a 
sible, in so few words, something of OY | eguig 4 © 
message. These leaflets can only find theif a tity 
way into'the hands of the people who ar The Com: 
in need of them by a wide distribution | Reed for mai 
coyering many who don’t need them yeu Torce to safi 


and this can only be accomplished by thé | UK, to fulfil 
co-operation of willing helpers. frritories, to 
Because it seems hopelessly difficult t? | f Western E 
alter the attitude to war which is a@ J Mands of thi 
cepted by so many unthinking people 18 f that there s} 
not a good reason for doing nothing at alli} fommitments 
on the contrary, it is in this world of t™ J *heless, fully 
day that the pacifist ideal needs to D@qy «7, ; 
preached and pursued more energetically Dect a Poss 
more devotedly, more faithfully than evé Bh may He 


before. F 

No pacifist has any right to allow h® 
faith to be “ just an ideal.” An ideal ca® 
always find expression in practice if it * 
followed with determination and courage? 
the world is waiting for practical pacifis 
to become practical politics, and it is 0U 
work to make our ideal a reality. 


The Peace PI 
Mints of the 
face News 
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“STEP: 


Consultations 


TOM KEELL WOLFE 
Registered Naturopath 


by «ppointment 
‘ 


Graduate of Edinburgh School of 
Natura! Therapeutics 
21) «Promenade, Cheltenham, Glos. Ol 
(ee ee eee C 
“f H 
4 ' 
C¥IARLES :A. GREEN (C.O.), ) re WARD, 
in, Wilfre 


167, 
Wood Green, 

Registered Builder & Decorator 
Prepared to execute orderg for general puild- 


Victoria Road, ‘i af an 
N.22. long thos 
me Ace Pledge 


» ence whic 


img and decorating work of all description® | \ “uston, ¢ 
War Damage and Private work. | sot to 8.30 p 
Note to other C.O. Buildersa:—If unsuited + “ , 

your brickwork, please note address fo ty Mmembe) 
reference. hm, to expres: 
— ne of ee the fo! 
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